
 
CENTRAL BUCKS REGIONAL POLICE COMMISSION 

Minutes 
July 27, 2017 

 
The monthly meeting of the Central Bucks Regional Police Commission was called to order by Chairman 
John Abbott at 7:30 PM. All Commission members were present with the exception of Mr. Jack O’Brien. 
Also present were Chief James Donnelly, Captain Karl Knott, and Solicitor David Sander. Ms. Marilyn 
Jacobson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  As there was a large public turn out, but no 
immediately apparent reason as to why, Mr. Det Ansinn motioned that the meeting turn to them first. 
Ms. Leslie Richards, a resident of Doylestown Borough, addressed the Commission regarding an 
ordinance she and other concerned members of the Boroughs of Chalfont, Doylestown and New Britain 
would like put in place to “Uphold Constitutional Rights and Foster Community Trust,” the text of which 
can be viewed as an addendum to these minutes.  
 
Ms. Richards made note of the appreciation for the relationships that the officers of CBRPD have 
established within the jurisdiction. Of concern is that as Chief Donnelly looks to retire in February 2018 
they would like to ensure the continued good will and mutual respect. This is especially in light of 
concerns regarding immigrants, the actions of ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency), and 
the group’s desire to continue to protect Constitutional Rights. Ms. Richards and 13 others had met with 
Chief Donnelly to express their concerns about ICE and immigrants in Spring 2017.  
 
Chief Donnelly stated their request could be compared to the existing policies as most of what they are 
requesting already exists as such. Any conflicts or gaps could be addressed separately.  Mr. Dave 
Sander confirmed Chief Donnelly’s statement. It was further noted that the process for adopting an 
ordinance would begin with the individual Borough Councils. Once that is achieved, the ordinance would 
then come before the Commission for adoption. Mr. John Abbott suggested that Chief Donnelly could 
confer with Solicitor Dave Sander to see how it makes the most sense to move forward on this issue and 
to add it to either the August 2017 or September 2017 agenda.  

 
Ms. Richards supplied her contact information to Ms. Paula Lewinski prior to leaving. 
 
CONSENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Ron Strouse to dispense with the reading of the minutes from 

June 26, 2017 Commission meeting, and approval to disburse $191, 553.69 from the general fund to pay 

invoices from June 21, 2017 to July, 21, 2017; seconded by Mr. John Engel. Motion approved. 

 

SPECIAL ITEMS: 

 

 Swearing-in – CBRPD’s newest part-time officer, Jaclyn Lubold-Phillips was sworn in by Mr. John 

Abbott and witnessed by Chief James Donnelly.   

 

 Temporary Alternate – As Mr. John Abbott will be unable to attend the September 2017 Police 

Commission meeting there was discussion as to the assignment of an alternate to attend to fill Chalfont 

Borough’s seats at the Commission meeting. It was determined that each borough has the right to 

change their alternate anytime they so choose. The Commission would not be involved in this decision,  
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and as such, does not need to vote on this matter.  

  

MONTHLY REPORTS AND ACTION ITEMS:  

 

 Budget Report - Chief Donnelly reported expenses for June 2017 YTD were $2,386,735.98 or 

44.44% of the annual budget. 

 

Monthly Activity Report – Chief Donnelly reported 2192 incidents for June (CB-497; DB-1334; 

NBB-361); reportable accidents totaled 8 (CB-1; DB-5; NBB-2); total Part I Crimes 13 (CB-3; DB-9, NBB-1); 

and total Part II Crimes totaled 33 (CB-6; DB-22; NBB-5).  

Quarterly Activity Report – Chief Donnelly reported on the Quarterly comparison from April to 

June 2016 and 2017. Incidents: there has been a 27.69% increase in incidents as a result of the 

pro-active patrols/enforcements and procedure for reporting being extended to Chalfont in April 2016. 

Use of Force: there has been a 60% decrease in Use of Force reports as compared to last year. Crime 

Comparison – Part I: there has been a 20% overall decrease compared to the same time last year. This 

decrease is largely due to the rash of thefts from vehicles reported in Chalfont June 2016. Part II: there 

has been an 8.9% increase in Part II Crimes. Accidents: there has been no change in Reportable accidents 

and a 6% decrease in Non-Reportable accidents. 

 Grant Funding Report – Chief Donnelly updated the Commission on current grants. CBRPD 
received tentative approval of the PLCB grant with final approval once all documents are signed. There is 
a start date of August 2017 and it’s a two-year grant (2017-2019) in the amount of $36,195. The 
required match is 25% ($9,048) for in-kind services. The grant includes ten PSA’s in collaboration with CB 
West High School, the purchase of digital video camera, a tripod, and editing software; 157 patrols 
including bike, foot, vehicle; five additional hours per month for Police Clerk to assist in gathering info; 
and travel expenses for two CBRPD members to attend the PLCB annual conference in 2018 and 2019. 
 

Finance Committee Report – Mr. Strouse informed the Commission that the Finance Committee 
held their meeting on July 20, 2017 which included a quarterly review of pension performance and 
mid-year review of the budget.  
 
Mid-year Budget Review: A very detailed mid-year review was conducted revealing  revenues running 
very nearly on target and overtime expenses running above budget.  When all salaries are combined, 
as well as other line items, the overall budget is approximately $54,000 in the black for six months. This 
trend is expected to continue resulting in a year-end surplus in excess of $100,000.  
 
Preliminary Actuarial Report: Mr. Ron Bittner, Univest Municipal Planning Services, reviewed the 
January 1, 2017 report and provided cost study options to the Committee to be considered prior to filing 
in the first quarter, 2018. If the Commission takes no action, the total estimated municipal contribution 
will increase by approximately $53,000.  The mortality tables need to be updated. Depending on the 
updates used, it could require an additional estimated municipal contribution of $48,000.  This action  
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would result in funded ratio decline from the current 74.72% to 72.21%.  CBRPD is currently in the 
category of “minimally distressed” (Category 2) and pension plans funded at 90% or above are  
considered healthy.  There are in excess of 500 plans in Pennsylvania in some level of distress.  If 
CBRPD were to fall below 70% funding ratio, it would result in falling into the next category that would 
require greater supervision, reporting, and restrictions. Actions to address the direction of a 
deteriorating funding ratio (assets/liabilities) could include increasing the municipal contribution and/or  
reducing the long-term interest rate from the current 7.5% (by any amount).  These are not easy 
questions to address and have significant impact on municipal contributions and possibly other parts of 
the budget. The Finance Committee discussed this matter at length and brings this to the attention of 
the full Commission for any guidance they might choose to provide.  Decisions do not need to be made 
immediately, however, they will need to be made over the next few months. 

 
Police Chief Search Committee Report – Mr. John Engel reported the PA Chiefs of Police 

Association (PACPA) has narrowed the pool of applicants for the open Police Chief position down to six 
finalists. The PACPA has put an Oral Board together, consisting of law enforcement executives. There is 
to be a one-day session for interviewing the six candidates and they are in the process of scheduling all 
candidates and Oral Board members for the same single day of interviews. Originally they had suggested 
a date of August 8, 2017 but have since realized they have a conflict and will need to push out one week. 
Concern about the additional lead time was expressed but laid to rest that the PACPA is confident that 
the Commission’s deadline of the 4th Quarter of 2017 to have a final candidate can still be met. Police 
Commission members are invited to observe but may not participate in the interview session. The Oral 
Board will result in three final candidates for the Commission to interview.  

 
Ms. Robyne Kelemen said there was an open request as to whether these oral interviews could be 
recorded, had posed it to the PACPA, but had not received any response. Chief Donnelly quickly noted 
that not only is this not done, and could surface other issues including the need for release forms from 
each candidate. She also shared that in reviewing the candidates’ bios that she feels there’s a candidate 
that should be included as a seventh candidate.  
 
Mr. Ron Strouse also noted that at this stage of the process the interviews also serve to determine 
candidates’ continued interest.  
 
There was general conversation as to what would happen if one of the top six candidates were to drop 
out. Should a candidate decline, the PACPA would move someone up from the list to maintain a pool of 
six candidates. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
  
 New Public Event Ordinance Update – Chief Donnelly noted the approval by Chalfont and 
Doylestown Boroughs at their July Council meetings. New Britain Borough anticipates approval at their 
August Council meeting. Once all Councils have approved, Commission will advertise and adopt the 
ordinance. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Right-to-Know Denial – Chief Donnelly reviewed the ongoing denial of the RTK request 
regarding James Cunningham. The Chief explained that the Criminal History Act supersedes the 
Right-To-Know Act; Criminal History Act states that any report that involves criminal action, whether 
charged or not, allows for the report to not be released. In this case, there was criminal action. The 
barricade incident happened on February 9, 2017 on Oakland Avenue in Doylestown Borough resulting 
in suicide. The chain of RTK requests are as follows:  February 23, 2017 - RTK request from Lauren 
Cunningham; denied 2/24 citing the incident relates to or resulted in a criminal investigation and is 
exempt from disclosure as outlined in the Pennsylvania Right to Know Law Act 3 of 2008, Chapter 7, 
Section 708(b)(16).  The appeal process was outlined in the letter of denial. March 6, 2017 - RTK 
request from Lauren Cunningham; denied on March 7, 2017 for the same reason.  March 16, 2017 – 
RTK request from Donna Cunningham; denied on March 16, 2017 for the same reason.  March 28, 
2017 - CBRPD advised Donna Cunningham filed an appeal with the Office of Open Records in Harrisburg 
for the denial of RTK request of March 16, 2017. March 31, 2017 – RTK request from Lauren 
Cunningham; no reply due to request previously being denied on February 24, 2017 and March 7, 2017 
with an appeal process outlined if desired. April 6, 2017 - Commission solicitor was engaged to prepare 
Affidavit and Response to appeal. May 17, 2017 - District Attorney’s Office upheld CBRPD’s denial of 
Donna Cunningham’s RTK denial. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  As noted, there was public commentary early in the meeting.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Abbott to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PM; seconded by 
Mr. Strouse. Motion approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
James Donnelly 
Chief of Police  
 
 


